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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON GALLERY LETS PATRONS 
CHAT WITH ARTIST VIA FAX MACHINE 
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News Release 
Feb. 16, 1994 
Contact: Candace Stuart 
DAYTON, Ohio -- Conversation in art galleries usually consists of murmurs, soto 
voce exchanges among viewers as they discuss the artists' intent and imagery. But at the 
University of Dayton's Rike Center Art Gallery, other sounds of communication reign-- the 
beeps and buzz of a fax machine as it transmits gallery-goers' questions to Columbus-based 
designer and photographer Crit Warren, whose works are on display through March 3. 
In a faxed memo above the humming machine, Warren promises to reply as soon as 
possible. Dozens of faxed queries and replies -- plus a youngster's animal drawing titled 
"stripes" -- adorn the wall. 
"The fax is a telepresence," Warren said. "It's a way for me to be there, even when 
I'm here (in Columbus). I stop whatever I'm doing and make an immediate response .... They 
can get my response while they're still at the show. It's a way of making a connection." 
The interactive exhibit highlights designs of Warren and Catherine Schmeltz, partners 
in a Columbus-based firm specializing in vivid and fresh publications and illustrations. Their 
clients include Wendy's International, CompuServe, Macmillan Publishing, the Ohio Arts 
Council and others. Every three or four days, Warren faxes the gallery parts of an ongoing 
project, which get tacked up on the wall. The exhibit is a first for Warren. 
Educational as well as entertaining, the show includes examples of preliminary work, 
press sheets and final products to give viewers a sense of the effort and care required to 
produce artistic yet functional commercial graphics. Warren mounted the works on horizontal 
strips of brown paper, scribbling on-the-spot notes explaining how he drew inspiration from a 
"Star Trek" episode, anecdotes about images that caught his fancy and thoughts on the 
process of design and the importance of keeping an open mind. 
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"This is not fine art," Warren said of his designs. "Three years from now, my work 
will be completely different. These are segments of an ongoing life." 
"Crit was looking for ways to make it more informal and user-friendly," said Fred 
' 
Niles, an associate professor of visual arts at UD and show organizer. "I hope what students 
get from this is an understanding that design is more than arranging elements on a page." 
Since the show's Feb. 7 opening, Warren has received sample drawings, inquiries 
about his workload and several thought-provoking questions such as: "Do you think the 
images and information we come in contact with forms who we are, or do we only pay 
attention to the images and information that fits our self?" 
He received about 15 faxes the first week -- more questions than he fielded during the 
show opening, he noted. 
The show is free and open to the public. Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 4:30p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday and noon to 4 p.m. Saturday. For more information about the show, 
call (513) 229-3237. 
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For interviews, call Fred Niles at (513) 229-3220 and Crit Warren at (614) 262-3055. For 
more information or photos, call Candace Stuart at (513) 229-3257. 
